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Legends and Historical Memory: How Main Population Coexists with the
Frontier People?—A Case Study of "'Zhuang Qiao’s Declaring Himself as

King of Yunnan(Dian)'' and the Toponym of '"Tachienlu"
Shi Shuo

Abstract: Through the analysis and discussion of two cases, this article proposes an important cultural phenomenon:
when large—scale exchanges occurred between the main population and the frontier people in history, the two learned to co-
exist and build mutual relevance between each other. Under such circumstances, people often choose and use legends to
shape common historical memory and symbols. Although these legends are mixed with many subjective elements that are in-
consistent with historical facts, they truly reflect the wishes and needs of the main population and the frontier people to coex-
ist with each other throughout different historical eras, there is no doubt that this phenomenon constitutes an important his-
torical truth. Although such legends are neglected, desolated or rejected by mainstream culture due largely to their subjec-
tive construction elements, their important cultural integration functions and roles should not be underestimated. It has im-
portant historical value and social significance for us to understand how main population coexists with the frontier people
during large—scale communication and blending between the two groups in history and how they realize cultural integration
thereafter.

Key words: coexist; legends; historical memory; Zhuang Qiao’s Declaring Himself as King of Yunnan(Dian);Tachien-

lu; fostering a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation
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