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A Reflection on Populism, Nationalism and their Historical Connections
Lin Hong

Abstract: Populism and nationalism are two ideologies with clear conceptual boundaries and distinctive historical
paths. The former is a product of modern democracy and mass politics, while the latter stems from the construction of mod-
ern states and awareness of sovereignty. In its over 150 years of historical practice, populism has maintained a complex rela-
tionship with nationalism. During their encounters with populism, Russian populists inherited the traditional concept of Rus-
sian village community from the Slavophiles, while the American populists developed the idea of white nationalism, com-
posed of xenophobia, anti—Semitism, and racial segregation from Anglo—Saxon tradition. The 20th century Latin America is
well-experienced with populism. To free itself from dependent development and maintain resource sovereignty, Latin Ameri-
can populism progressed towards anti—American and anti—Western economic nationalism. The wave of populism in Europe
and the United States in the 21st century is a by—product of economic globalization; national populism has been utilized by
mainstream Caucasian community as the face of anti—globalization. Historical practice provides important revelations for the
inner relationship between populism and nationalism. The resonance and increasing convergence of the two ideologies are
based on similar confrontational logic, they possess a dual nature of progress and reaction, and provide an opportunity for
connecting domestic politics with world politics.

Key words: Populism; Nationalism; Capitalism; Independent Development; Economic Globalization
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