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Realism and Imagination: Annotations and Textual Research on Du Fu’s Beyond the

Frontiers, First Series and Beyond the Frontiers, Second Series
Li Jun

Abstract: Du Fu’s Beyond the Frontiers, First Series and Beyond the Frontiers, Second Series were both created
before the period from the An Lushan Rebellion to the occupation of central Shaanxi. Their time of creation is close.
The sudden warfare of the rebellion caused Du Fu to reflect on such issues as leaving home to garrison the frontiers
and military affairs. In the poems, Du Fu forsook his identity of a scholar—official and consciously depicted the experi-
ence of marching out to the frontiers from the standpoint of a soldier, and he explored the psychological process for go-
ing to war on the frontiers. In addition, he soberly examined the popular and conventional concept of scoring achieve-
ments and winning rewards, and directly judged the truth of war. All this embodies Du Fu’s unique understanding of
the artistic features and social functions of yue—fu poetry. Previous annotations which believe that Beyond the Fron-
tiers, First Series were created for Ge Shuhan who defeated the Tibetan regime are disputable. If we verify between po-
ems and historical records, we may find that the frontiers meant by Du Fu refer to the Anxi—Beiting region with Xizhou
as its center. Du Fu himself had never marched to garrison in the Western Regions. His friend Censhen’s military ex-
perience in the Western Regions and the poems he created were useful guidance for him to grasp the artistic tension
between realism and imagination.

Key words: realism; imagination; the Western Regions; yue—fu
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