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Practice of ''"People—Oriented'' Ideology in Ancient Chinese Governance
Yang Yanqiu

Abstract : The "people—oriented" ideology is an extremely important ideological resource in Chinese traditional
culture. Its ideological concepts and connotations have been implemented to varying degrees in the practice of gover-
nance in ancient China. The fundamental purpose of rulers in governing the country is to benefit the people. Through-
out history, rulers have developed means such as promoting agriculture, reducing taxes and burdens, improving water
conservancy, reclaiming wasteland, promoting agricultural techniques, and providing disaster relief and poverty allevi-
ation to develop productivity and ensure the basic livelihood of the people. Governing officials and ensuring the peo-
ple’s safety and wellbeing is an important means of implementing the "people—oriented" governance. Rulers through-
out history have adopted various measures for this purpose. Educating the people’s hearts and minds is the ultimate
goal of the traditional Chinese concept of "people—oriented" governance. Rulers advocate moral education, using ritu-
als, loyalty, trust, and the punishment system to guide and constrain the people, and achieve this goal through the ex-
ample of the monarch, the virtuous governance of local officials, and education in schools. In ancient China, the "peo-
ple—oriented" ideology played an active role in the regulation of the ruling mechanism. However, the essence of the
traditional "people—oriented" thinking is "governing the people", which also highlights its historical limitations.

Key words : people—oriented ideology; governance; practice; benefiting the people; governing officials and en-

suring the people’s safety and wellbeing; educating the people’s hearts and minds
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