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From Feudal Princes to Overlords: The Shaping of the
Overlord Politics of the Jin State by Quwo Replacing Yi

Xie Naihe Li Teng

Abstract: Quwo replacing Yi is an important historical event that occurred in the early Spring and Autumn pe-
riod when the branch of a clan usurped the power of the dominant family in the state of Jin It is the turning point for
the state of Jin to change its status from a principality of Zhou to an overlord among the principalities. It not only
led to the change of regime in the state of Jin,but also strongly promoted the transformation of the king’s administra-
tion in the Western Zhou Dynasty to overlord politics in the Spring and Autumn period Huan Shu began to plot the
replacement of Yi under the background of Shang Shu obtaining independence and Wenhou’s wife meddling in the
politics. After replacing Yi,the patriarchal successor of Quwo actively constructed the political legitimacy of the new
regime of Jin Externally he actively sought to obtain the appointment of King Zhou and legitimatize his status. Inter-
nally he carried out the legitimacy building of his regime from the aspects of self—awareness,the relocation of his
capital , historical records,sacrifice and patriarchal clan system The new national governance concept formed by the
Quwo group in the process of " Quwo replacing Yi" had a profound impact on the future history of the Jin state and
the overlord politics of the Spring and Autumn period.

Key words: Jin State; Quwo Replacing Yi; Regime Legitimacy; Overlord Politics; Posthumous Titles
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