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From ''Independent Inquiry" to "Joint Inquiry'': The Trial Mechanism and

Evolution of Military and Civilian Related Litigation in the Ming Dynasty
Zhao Kesheng

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty, the system of Inquiry was a judicial system in which the military and civilian re-
lated litigations were jointly adjudicated by their respective competent yamen. Due to its difficulties in dealing with
problems such as space barrier, selfish departmentalism, the situation that the higher status of military officers than
that of the civilian officials and other factors, the Ming government began to reform the system of Inquiry, under the
promotion of local officials at the time of Chenghua(% %) and Hongzhi(54 %), and finally realized the transformation
of Independent Inquiry to Joint Inquiry and Delegation Inquiry through adjusting etiquette, upgrading counties to
states and nearby Inquiry measures. Since then, the local yamen gradually mastered the trial power of military and
civilian related litigations, which completely changed the original drawbacks of the system of Inquiry. After the popu-
larity of Joint Inquiry system, Inquiry system did not die out.

Key words : Ming Dynasty; Inquiry; trial mechanism
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