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Criminal Law Amendments and the Theory of Diversified Legal Interests
Jin Zegang

Abstract : The previous amendments to China’s Criminal Law have highlighted the trend of diversified legal in-
terests, which can be understood from three aspects: reasons, ontology, and influence. At the level of reasons, the
changing nature of legal interests is an endogenous reason, while the formation of composite values, diverse interests
demands, and ethical needs of criminal law are external reasons. At the level of ontology, the horizontal structure of
multiple legal interests is manifested in diverse classifications, subjects and multiple forms of infringement of legal in-
terests. Its vertical structure is mainly manifested as multi—tiered protection of criminal legal interests. With respect to
influence, in order to make the identification of crime more realistic and scientific, it is necessary to understand legal
interests at the level of substantive law, and use legal interests to explain the object of the crime and determine the at-
tempted form of the crime. The diversification weakens the classification of legal interests, and then affects the identifi-
cation of crimes. To fundamentally solves this issue, it needs to establish a dual legislative model of "criminal code+
subsidiary criminal law". The diversification of legal interests also promotes the development of the theory of criminal
stratification, and indirectly benefits the reform of punishment and related criminal procedure laws.

Key words: amendment to Criminal Law; diversification of legal interests; identification of crimes;model of

criminal legislation; stratification of crimes; criminal procedure law
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