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Reconstructing Southern Poetics and Narrative Aesthetics:
Centered on the Works Winning Mao Dun Literature Awards:

The Song of Everlasting Sorrow and Shadow of the Hunter
Liu Yan

Abstract: Mao Dun Literature Awards is the top and most important literary award in domestic literary community,
and most of the award—winning works have rich literary heritage and demonstrate high literary quality. Wang Anyi’s The
Song of Everlasting Sorrow, which won the fifth Mao Dun Literature Award in 2000, and Su Tong’s Shadow of the Hunter,
which won the ninth Mao Dun Literature Award in 2015, reflect distinctive southern poetics and narrative aesthetics in
terms of aesthetic implication and spiritual core. The two stories are analyzed through the reconstruction of the Southern nar-
rative motif and the lyrical characteristics of novels, the picture of the spiritual world and the reconstruction of the novel tex-
ture of Southern poetics, the Southern narrative aesthetics and the exploration of the kingdom of human nature in the novel.
This is undoubtedly of great significance for studying how contemporary Chinese writers use the "South" as their starting and
returning ground for writing Chinese stories and reshaping Chinese images, and for exploring how they inherit, continue, and
innovate China’s literary and cultural traditions, and construct a Chinese narrative discourse system.

Key words: Southern poetics; Southern narrative aesthetics; The Song of Everlasting Sorrow; Shadow of the Hunter
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