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Three Paths of the Critique of Capitalist Modernity from Western Marxism
Sun Ying Han Qiuhong

Abstract: The critique of capitalist modernity is one of the themes that runs through the history of Western Marxist
theory. Western Marxism mainly addresses three critical paths around the value system of modernity and its internal develop-
ment logic The first path is the dialectical critique of rationalism in the philosophical dimension. In view of Enlightenment
rationality, the spiritual core of capitalist modernity, Western Marxism put forward a development plan to correctly apply the
rationality of modernity in a complete form and a plan of denial on the advocacy of the "logic of disintegration". In the specu-
lation about the "re—Enlightenment" of Enlightenment, it moves towards the division into reconstructionism and deconstruc-
tionism The second path is the general critique of alienation in the economic dimension. From "materialization" to "new
alienation", Western Marxism reveals the process of the alienation and universalization of social relations in the era of capi-
talism from the real economy to the virtual economy, and calls for the restoration of the essence of human beings and the es-
sence of society from the standpoint of value criticism The third one is the critique of totalitarianism in the dimension of po-
litical science. From "new forms of control" to "biopolitics", Western Marxism exposes the falsity of capitalist democratic
politics and the totalitarian crisis of the modern bureaucratic political system It takes a skeptical and negative attitude to-
wards modern politics, and regards participatory democracy and new social movements based on inter—subjective inclusive-
ness as the path and pursuit of "reconciliation" between individuals and communities. In general, the century—old critique of
capitalist modernity from Western Marxism highlights the critical characteristics of Marxist theory in localizing it in the
Western society, while its lack of Marxist background and erosion of the true nature of Marxism need to be taken as a warn-
ing.

Key words : modemity; a critique of capitalism; Western Marxism; dialectics; dissimilation; biopolitics
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