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The Historical Origin and Semantic Change of the Concept of ''Common Prosperity"'
of the Communist Party of China: Centered on the Historical Documents of the

Communist Party of China
Huang Xiaojuan

Abstract: The term "common prosperity" is a key concept in the political discourse system of the Communist
Party of China and a symbolic term of the essential difference between socialism and capitalism. The Communist Party
of China has made a diachronic and synchronic interpretation and application of the concept of "common prosperity".
From the perspective of theoretical origin, it is not only the inheritance of the concept of "welloff society" and "Great
harmony" in Chinese traditional culture, but also the preliminary practice of the lofty ideal of "communism" in Marx-
ist classics. From the perspective of development, it has experienced the development process of "equal distribution",
"synchronous prosperity","rich f irst and then rich","moderately prosperous society","building a moderately prosper-
ous society in all respects" and "common prosperity". From the perspective of connotation evolution,"material prosper-
ity","spiritual prosperity","all-round development of human being" and "all-round social progress" have become
prominent concepts in different periods. From the def inition of nature,"the essential requirements of socialism","the
fundamental principles of socialism with Chinese characteristics", and "the important characteristics of Chinese path
to modernization" have become the stage positioning of its conceptual attributes. This paper combs the historical gen-
eration and semantic evolution of the concept of "common prosperity" from the perspective of conceptual history, pres-
ents the historical picture of the development of "common prosperity" in China, reveals the struggle track of the Com-
munist Party of China’s exploration and pursuit of common prosperity for a hundred years, and provides historical ref-
erence for a more comprehensive understanding and interpretation of "common prosperity".

Key words: Communist Par ty of China; Common prosperity; Moderately prosperous society; Chinese path to

modernization
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