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The Popularity and Misapplication of ''Generation Z'' Label in Chinese Youth and

Reinterpretation of Their Cultural Values

Xu Jian Huang Youjia

Abstract: The label "Generation Z"(Gen—Z)along with its interpretive framework is increasingly used to de-
scribe the younger generation in China, yet its local applicability remains unclear. This paper analyzes the reasons for
the popularity of the Gen—Z label, pointing out that it contains a new—media—centred generational narrative. Against
the backdrop of the synchronous development of the global media technology, this easily creates a misconception of
the globalized Gen—Z7 label. Content analysis of relevant news reveals the limited scope of the Gen—Z label in China: it
mainly focuses on consumerism and lifestyle narratives, with a Western and elite bias, and is primarily applied in the
commercial sector. A large—scale questionnaire survey indicates that although labels like Gen—Z emphasize the media
exposure and lifestyle of the younger generation, they still exhibit traditional and mainstream characteristics in terms
of cultural values, such as collectivism, a preference for a big government, and recognition of global cooperation. This
indicates that a multidimensional and localized in—depth interpretation is needed to understand China’s younger gen-
eration.

Key words: "Generation Z"(Gen—Z7); youth; cultural values; collectivism; individualism
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