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The Defiladed Discourse of '"Enlightenment'': Research on Zhao Qingge’s

Adapted Plays during the National War

Zhu Jianing

Abstract: From 1941 to 1943, Zhao Qingge adapted three foreign plays: Angelo, Le sens de la mort, and Wuthering

Heights. The plays were completely rewritten and can therefore be regarded as the author’s own creation. The three love—

centred plays share a strong tendency to "serve the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression". For this reason, Zhao

Qingge’s mode of writing is considered to be "war plus love", which ignores the author’s complex reflection on enlighten-

ment. In fact, Zhao Qingge focused on the spiritual predicament of new women in her plays, and offered two ways out of the

predicament:"self—help" and "mutual-help". Her works also show the implicit transformation of the enlightenment subjects

and the awkward exit of intellectuals in the context of war, presenting the complex features of anti—Japanese war literature.

Key words: Zhao Qingge; adapted plays; new women; enlightenment subject
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