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The Cold War and the Mass Medias: Target Population and Media Use in the Propaganda

of the United States Information Services to China in the 1950s and 1960s
Zhai Tao

Abstract: In the first half era of the Cold War of confrontation between China and the U. S., the U. S. govern-
ment launched a propaganda campaign against the People’s Republic of China This offensive is divided into two
types. One is aimed at mainland Chinese residents, using Chinese media to "propaganda to China"; the other is to use
foreign media to carry out "propaganda on China" in world public opinion. The target group of propaganda to China is
mainly the intellectual class and party and government cadres of New China, and the main medium used is radio and
mailing presswork; the target group of propaganda on China is foreign social elites and intellectuals, and the main me-
dia is news and publications. In general, the target audience of American propaganda to China and on China is the ed-
ucated elite class, and the choice of propaganda media is correspondingly "intellectual activities" and "knowledge ex-
perience"(broadcast reading clubs, current political news and books, and social documentary novels), and the content
is mostly carried out around in—depth current political news topics. This is a common propaganda technique used by
the United States to target the social elites of the third world, reflecting the connection between Cold War politics and
mass media.

Key words: United States Information Service—Hong Kong(USIS—Hong Kong); propaganda; Voice of America
(VOA); China Reporting Program(CRP)

- 54 -



	冷战与传媒：20世纪五六十年代美国新闻处对华宣传中的目标人群与媒介运用

