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Zhou Enlai and the Resolution of the Gutian Conference and His Hard Journey in the

Central Soviet Area: Commemorating the 125th Anniversary of Zhou Enlai’s Birth
Shi Zhongquan

Abstract : After the Sixth National Congress of the CPC, Zhou Enlai returned to Shanghai and actually became
the main person in charge of the Central Committee of the CPC. He paid close attention to the situation of the Red Ar-
my of Zhu De and Mao Zedong, wrote three letters to the Fourth Red Army on behalf of the Central Committee of the
CPC, which had an important impact on the internal debate of the Fourth Red Army, the relationship between Zhu De
and Mao Zedong, and the formulation of the Resolution of the Gutian Conference. After experiencing the encounter of
the third and fourth Plenary Sessions of the Sixth Central Committee of the CPC, Zhou Enlai went to the Central Soviet
Area to fulfill his duties. The defeat of attacking Ganzhou and the victory of capturing Zhangzhou made Zhou Enlai sin-
cerely convinced Mao Zedong’s military strategy, and the relationship between Zhou Enlai and Mao Zedong underwent
significant changes. At the Ningdu Conference, Zhou Enlai became the focus of multiple contradictions. This meeting
made Mao Zedong’s situation even more difficult and had a significant impact on his relationship with Zhou Enlai. In
the whole process of commanding the fourth counter campaign against "encirclement and suppression", Zhou Enlai al-
ways adhered to the correct strategic guidelines and tactical application, and achieved greater victory than the previ-
ous three campaigns. It not only brought the development of the Central Soviet Area and the Chinese Soviet Republic
reached their peak, but also made his personal achievements in the Central Soviet Area were very brilliant.

Key words : Zhou Enlai; Central Soviet Area; the Gutian Conference; the Ningdu Conference; Mao Zedong; the

fourth counter campaign against "encirclement and suppression"
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