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The multi-level, multi-project and multi—actor governance model of transnational spatial reconstruction
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Spatial Reconstruction and Global-Local Interactions of Governance in

Transnational Space: Case Studies in the City of Diisseldorf, Germany

Li Zifeng Huang Gengzhi  Xue Desheng

Abstract: Urban space is profoundly influenced by globalization. The impact of globalization on urban space at-
tracts lots from attention of scholars, as transnational space, which is a new type of urban space, has emerged. Transna-
tional spaces are becoming important components of the cities in the global era. Much research pursues emphatically
the formation process and driving forces of urban transnational space. However, recent studies seldom address the is-
sue of spatial reconstruction as well as the governance mechanism of urban transnational space. In order to fit this gap,
this paper develops a research framework to study the spatial reconstruction and governance mechanism of urban
transnational space in Germany. This research framework is based on multiple perspectives by regarding the gover-
nance of transnational space as a multi—scalar process engaging with multi—actors. Further onwards, this paper analy-
ses three cases in the city of Diisseldorf in Germany. The study cases are urban transnational spaces that are located
in either the city centre or urban periphery area. By using qualitative and quantitative research methods, this paper ex-
plores the mechanism of spatial reconstruction and governance in these urban transnational spaces. In doing so, we
find that: firstly, spatial reconstruction of transnational space is a spatial strategy of urban development, which is un-
der the reorganization of urban governance. Secondly, the governance of transnational space involves the interaction of
multiple actors within multi—level transnational networks, which is a crisscross mode of structure and action with glob-
al-local networked shape that crosses administrative boundaries. Thirdly, multi—level network is essential for transna-
tional spatial reconstruction, when the network—like interactions of multiple actors are keys to the functioning of multi—
level networks, and the linkage of multi—projects is the means to the practice of governance. Fourthly, the combination
of formal planning tools and informal measures promotes the governance of transnational space, when informal plan-
ning tools and measures are found to be more flexible. Fifthly, the linkage of multi—projects not only facilitates the
equilibrium development of the city, but also improves the quality of urban internationalization. Finally, this paper
suggests that the research framework of transnational spatial reconstruction and governance can provide a better under-
standing of how deeply globalization influences urban space.

Key words: transnational space; spatial reconstruction; governance mechanism; global— local interaction;

Diisseldorf
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