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Empirical Research on the Phonetics of Miao—Yao Language
Li Yunbing

Abstract: Since the early 20th century abundant progress has been in the research on Miao—Yao language, particular-
ly "the study of oral and audible science". The research finds that similarity as well as difference exists between Miao—Yao
language and other languages in China. The phonetic study shows that the special individual nature of Miao—Yao language is
hard to discern and modern scientific technology and method must be used for verifying the relationship between phonetic
study and linguistic fact. The special individual nature includes nasal sound, voiced plosive, nasal plosive, lateral plosive
diphthong, implosive, voiceless nasal lateral, aspirated fricative, long and short vowels, liaison tune—changed prosody, and
weakened syllable vowel harmony. The research on the special individual nature contributes to the research on Miao—Yao
language.

Key words: Miao—Yao language; phonetics; oral and audible science; empirical study; perceptual study
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