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The Role of the Belt and Road Initiative for China to Break the US Technology

Containment: Three Cases on China—Southeast Asia Cooperation
Gao Cheng Xue Lin Bu Yanjun

Abstract: Southeast Asia is a vital region for China to promote the Belt and Road Initiative, and, it is also a strategic
area for the United States to perform tech competition with China. Restricting China’s extension of tech markets and con-
struction of the tech system in relevant regions is the fundamental reason for the US holding tech containment to China in
the third party. Due to its characteristics, BRI Facilities Connectivity and Unimpeded Trade are two focal fields in US tech
competition with China. Three cases are used in this study. The first is China’s investment in infrastructure and technical co-
operation in Laos, which has realized the effect of the development of China’s mature technology abroad and the coordinated
development of China and Laos. The second is the application of China’s 5G technology in Southeast Asia. The third is Chi-
na’s investment in Malaysia in industrial technology, through which China’s industries with superior technology have been
transferred overseas. From these cases, we come to the following conclusions: by promoting the connectivity of infrastructure,
the unification of rules and standards and the undertaking of industrial structure with Southeast Asian countries, China has
enhanced the intimacy of bilateral relations, the convenience of commercial trade and the degree of industrial structure, and
the further founding of a "technical fulecrum" for China to successfully practice the Belt and Road Initiative and got a break-
through in the strategic containment of the United States.

Key words: the Belt and Road Initiative; China—US strategic competition; technology containment; technology coop-

eration; cooperation between China and Southeast Asia
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