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On Shao Xunmei’s Poems

Wau Sijing

Abstract: In the history of the Modern Chinese Poetry, Shao Xunmei is a distinctive but controversial poet. His poetry,

which is a literatus—style writing for a specific era and specific class. The reflects the restlessness of adolescence with a

strong color of aestheticism, immediately aroused a variety of responses when it first appeared in the poetic circle in the late

1920s. After 1949, his name vanished from the poetic circle, but in the 1980s, with the favorable conditions of reform and

opening—up, some underappreciated writers—including Shao Xunmei—were re—examined. His poems are brilliant, but lim-

ited by time, environment and personal experiences, they lack philosophical depth and profound understanding of human na-

ture; his love poems fail to show the intricate relationships between spirit and flesh, love and desire; particularly, some of his

"decadent" poems even damaged readers” perceptions of him. Nevertheless, all these flaws do not affect a fair assessment of

him, and he still occupies an important place in the history of the Modern Chinese Poetry.

Key words: Shao Xunmei; The Modern Chinese Poetry; Love poem; Aestheticism
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