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Research on the Measurement of Digital Trade : From Focusing on the
Actual Digital Delivered Services to the Full Coverage of Digital Trade

Gao Xiaoyu Wang Mengzi Jia Huaiqin

Abstract ; Digital trade is becoming an important part of the digital economy and a future trend of global trade.
The main difference between digital trade and traditional trade is whether the transaction is realized in digital ways.
Currently , most countries measure trade in services according to service types rather than transaction methods, which
brings challenges to the measurement of digital trade. Based on the research of the UNCTAD from " digitally deliver-
,and the OECD "Handbook on Measuring Digital Trade" about its

full —caliber indicators on digital trade ,the paper builds the digital trade measuring framework. Based on the calcula-

able trade" to "actual digitally delivered trade"

tion method of digital technology intergration ratio proposed by Jia Huaiqin(2018) ,we estimate the scale of Chinese
digital trade from 2018 to 2020. The results show that in 2020, the scale of Chinese import and export for digital
trade is 4 trillion RMB of which the scale of digitally delivered trade is 1.32 trillion RMB, the scale of digitally or-
dered trade in services is 0.99 trillion RMB,and the scale of digitally ordered trade in goods is 1.69 trillion RMB
using the data of cross—border e—commerce. This paper deepens the research on the calculation of digital trade scale
and provides a reference basis for further improving Chinese digital trade measurement and proposing strategies to
promote the development of digital trade.

Key words; digital trade ;scale measurement ;integration ratio ;two stages
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