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Changes in Population Mobility and Their Implications for

Urban Renewal Strategies in China

Zhu Yu Lin Liyue Ke Wengian Xiao Baoyu

Abstract ; Population mobility and urban renewal are two closely inter—related socioeconomic processes at the cur-
rent stage of urbanization in China;however, most local practices and action logics of urban renewal are detached from
the background of population mobility. Therefore , it is imperative to have an accurate understanding of the latest trends
of population mobility ,and respond in the relevant policy system and actual practices of urban renewal. Based on the
2020 census data,combined with data from previous censuses and micro—level sample surveys, this article uses methods
such as index analysis and spatial visualization to analyze the main characteristics and new trends of China’s population
mobility ,and discusses their implications for urban renewal. The results show that:1) The scale of population mobility,
the size of the population in urban districts whose places of household registration are separated from the places of resi-
dence,and the size of intra—provincial floating population, all increased significantly ;2 ) While rural —urban migration
was still the dominant form of migration, the absolute volume of urban—urban floating population increased, and its
growth rate was faster than that of rural— urban floating population;3) There has been a trend of wider spread of the
floating population at the provincial level, and some central and western provinces have emerged as the new growth
poles of the floating population ;4 ) The polarization and diffusion trends in regional population distribution have co—ex-
isted ,and designated towns such as county seats have become the main destinations of intra—provincial floating popula-
tion;5) An increasing number of elderly people and children have joined the ranks of the floating population,and the
reasons for mobility have become increasingly diversified. Based on these findings,the article argues that a transforma-
tional thinking should be introduced to the policy system and local practices of urban renewal in response to the chal-
lenges brought about by the changes in the scale and structure of population mobility. Urban renewal planning should
be considered in the context of metropolitan areas and even urban clusters, going beyond the logic of action based on
the boundaries of the main urban areas. At the same time,the whole situation should be driven by key breakthroughs,
focusing on the urban renewal work of megacities and county seats.

Key words ; population mobility ; urban renewal ; the separation of one’s place of household registration from the

place of residence in urban districts ;urban—urban mobility
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