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Does the Digital Economy Increase the Employment Vulnerability of Migrant Workers:

Empirical Evidence from Three—period Data of China Labor—force Dynamics Survey
Jin Weidong Sun Chao He Li

Abstract: This study employs data from the China Labor—force Dynamics Survey to investigate the effects of the
digital economy on the employment of migrant workers. The findings reveal that the digital economy has led to a signif-
icant increase in flexible employment among migrant workers, resulting in heightened employment vulnerability. This
is characterized by decreased wages and an elevated probability of work interruptions. Through a detailed mechanism
analysis, we discover that the job creation and substitution effects of the digital economy compel many migrant workers
to transition to new flexible employment opportunities. Consequently, this leads to the "de—skilling" of migrant workers
and decreased wage levels, while also increasing their health risks and the likelihood of work interruptions. Both factors
contribute to the increased employment vulnerability of migrant workers. As such, our study emphasizes the impor-
tance of strengthening digital skills training, innovating labor and employment policies, and improving the social secu-
rity system to ensure that migrant workers can achieve stable, higher incomes and improved employment conditions.

Key words: digital economy; migrant workers; flexible employment; employment vulnerability
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