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Why Should There Be Interpretations?

An Analysis from the Perspective of Evolution of Philosophy of Language

Yang Dachun

Abstract: Western philosophy has gone through four stages: ancient rational theology, early modern rational

psychology, late modern empirical psychology and contemporary microphysics. The corresponding forms of philosophy

of language are modelled on theory of words of/about God, general grammar, philology and linguistics. In the evolution

of modernity and its transition to contemporaneity, the subject gradually changes its nature and loses its status, while

language constantly gets rid of its instrumentality and acquires its own autonomy. The role of hermeneutics is closely

related to the evolution of the philosophy of language. Interpretation was unnecessary in ancient and early modern phi-

losophy; it was not only necessary but also possible in late modern philosophy; but it is unnecessary and impossible in

contemporary philosophy.

Key words : interpretation; philosophy of language; theory of words of/about god; grammar; philology; linguistics
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