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Debates and the Development of Chinese Jurisprudence

Zeng Licheng Lei Lei

Abstract: Academic debate has special significance to the development of Chinese jurisprudence. The orderli-

ness of the development in jurisprudence as well as the effectiveness of legal theorists” interaction could be in doubt.

After examining ten debates in Chinese jurisprudence in the last two decades, it can be found that the debates in juris-

prudence are valuable because jurisprudence itself is meaningful. Besides, those debates have five other values on

issues, methodology, argumentations and theoretical system construction. Three tendencies of Chinese jurisprudence

development were shown as well: from general jurisprudence to special jurisprudence, from methodological blindness

to consciousness, from translating foreign theory to participating in debates of worldwide jurisprudence.

Key words: Academic Debate; Chinese Jurisprudence; Development of Discipline; Self—observation
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