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1990-1995 -5.89% 0.63% 9.55% 13.30% 0.41 0.45
1995-2000 3.44% 2.12% 10.39% 12.36% 0.42 0.46
2000-2005 9.29% 9.49% 13.03% 12.16% 0.45 0.47
2005-2010 7.81% 10.59% 12.42% 11.47% 0.48 0.51
2010-2015 6.80% 4.03% 11.50% 11.01% 0.51 0.54
2015-2020 2.84% 1.51% 11.36% 11.43% 0.53 0.57
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What Makes a Difference, What Makes a Discipline:

Some Basic Theoretical Resources for International and Area Studies
Di Dongsheng Suo Langji

Abstract : The theoretical system of international and area studies, due to its interdisciplinary attributes, inevita-
bly relies on multiple disciplines, including but not limited to world history, economics and political science, the aca-
demic resources of which contribute much to the construction of a theory of international and area studies. From the
perspective of world history, in the past five centuries, the competition and power transition between two kinds of hege-
mony paradigms—the hegemony of the sea and the hegemony of the land—sea complex—and their global expansion
have formed the general foundational theory of international and area studies. With the deepening of globalization, the
traditional center—periphery dichotomous structure of the world market system has been divided into more layers, and
the disparities between the center and the periphery have become richer. This explains the evolution of the division of
labor among countries and regions and their operational characteristics of the economy from this multi—layered struc-
ture of the world market system and its change. World politics and comparative politics theorize political phenomena
in different countries and regions from the perspective of dynamic social thought movements and static institutional
disparities, respectively. The cases from Africa and India illustrate how the theoretical resources of the above three
disciplines can be combined to provide theoretical support for international and area studies.

Key words: Area and Country Theory; World History; World Politics; World Economy
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