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Land Reform and the Reshaping of the CPC’s Consciousness of Political Power during the
Liberation War: A Case Study on the Formation and Rectification of the Slogan '"Poor
Peasants and Hired Farmers Seizing and Holding Power"'

Ouyang Junxi

Abstract: The slogan "poor peasants and hired farmers seizing and holding power" that emerged in the liberat-
ed areas during the Chinese War of Liberation, was established during the land reform period as the mass line was un-
derstood to be a line favoring the poor and hired class. This slogan manifested itself in class relations by excluding the
middle peasants and it took the form of a "Poor and Hired Dictatorship" in terms of political power. This led to a de-
parture from the path of New Democracy in the construction of political power in the liberated areas. The CPC’s leader-
ship over rural grassroots political power was weakened and, in some areas, even dissolved. The Central Committee of
the CPC criticized and rectified this erroneous tendency, reshaping the Party’s consciousness of political power. This
ensured realization of the Party’s centralized and unified leadership, and, simultaneously, it created conditions for the

institutional transformation after the establishment of the People’s Republic of China.
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