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The Crisis and Restruction of the Global Food System

Xu Zhun

Abstract: As the most basic means of life and production in human society, food has played a fundamental role

in global political economy. This article reviews the historical food problems in the modern world and uses historical

data from multiple perspectives to analyzes the causes and impacts of several major global food market crises since

the end of 19th century, with a focus on highlighting the concept of the international food system. The food system

includes the production, distribution and exchange relationship of food, which is subordinate to the overall capitalist

production relation. The development of modern society is accompanied by the crisis and reconstruction of the interna-

tional food system. This process has never addressed the global food problem and will be unlikely to do so in the future.

The world needs to explore new sustainable food solutions, and China can provide valuable experience of self-reliance.

Key words :food crisis; food system; capitalism
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