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From ''Aligning with the US to Contain the USSR to an Independent Regional

Peace Policy: China and the Middle East Peace Process(1977-1982)
She Gangzheng

Abstract: Faced with the Soviet Union’s global strategic expansion in the mid—to—late 1970s, China put forward a se-
ries of policy propositions on the Middle Eastern issue based on the overall strategy of "aligning with the US to contain the
USSR". China proactively supported the efforts of regional countries to break away from Soviet control, questioned and boy-
cotted the Geneva Conference mechanism in which the United States and the Soviet Union served as co—chairmen, and re-
peatedly warned the United States that it must balance the demands of both parties when promoting peace among the Arabs
and the Israelis. Such a series of positions and activities by China became one of the key factors for the launch of Middle
East peace process promoted by the United States. In this process, China’s relations with key regional countries such as
Egypt, Israel, and Saudi Arabia have also been improved to varying degrees. In the 1980s, while China was reconsidering its
relationship with both superpowers and the Third World, the US government continued to expose its limitations in continuing
to promote peace in the Middle East in an objective and fair way. As an important step in the historical process of taking the
initiative to bid "a farewell to the Cold War", China firmly embarked on the path of an independent foreign policy for the re-
gional peace. By strengthening political, economic, and cultural ties with all parties in the Middle East, China started look -
ing for its own role in supporting this region to achieve lasting peace, universal security, and common prosperity.

Key words: Global Cold War; Arab—Israeli Conflict; Middle East Peace Process; "Aligning with the US to Contain
the USSR"; Independent Foreign Policy
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