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On the Media Criticism Practice and Discourse Characteristics of

Morning Post in Beijing During the May Fourth Period
Hu Zhengqiang, Li Siqi

[AbstractJAttaching importance to media criticism is a very prominent form of news theory con-
struction and discourse practice of Morning Post in Beijing during the May Fourth Period. The news-
paper once sharply criticized the prevailing problems in the Chinese press at that time, such as the vul-
gar social news, the lack of international news, the inaccurate news report, the way of writing news
with mixed facts and opinions and so on. It also penetratingly disclosed and analyzed the manifestations
and causes of many undesirable phenomena, for example, social forces bought the news media, journa-
lists sought personal gains through news reports, and journalists lacked scientific knowledge but pre-
tended to understand they didn’t know. All these showed that the newspaper hoped to attract the at-
tention of the society and the reflection of the media. Conscious subject consciousness, strong realistic
concern, strong critical color, broad world vision, equal dialogue space and diverse forms of criticism
are the main discourse characteristics of media criticism practice of Morning Post in Beijing during the
May Fourth Period. The media criticism of Morning Post in the May Fourth Period has a holistic signif-
icance, which is a theoretical discourse reflection that revealed the intrinsic existence and developed the
internal logic of journalism and communication in China.

[Keywords] The May Fourth Period; Morning Post in Beijing ; Media criticism
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