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Comparison of the Interpretation Logic and Normative Connotation of Labor Rights

between China and the United States
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Abstract : Both China and the United States have given legislative attention to labor rights protection, but differ-
ent human rights theories are presented. The differences in subjectivity, views on freedom, reasons for labor, and pur-
poses of labor between the two human rights theories make labor rights in China and the United States have different
explanatory logic. The presuppositions of the subject image of "individual people" and "social people" are the logical
starting points. The two views of freedom, "natural freedom" and "labor freedom", are the first logical terms. The sec-
ond logical terms are the statuses of laborers as "legal tools" and "political subjects". The logical ending point are the
two goals of "safeguarding individual freedom" and "safeguarding material foundation". According to two explanatory
logics, there are significant differences in the connotation of labor rights between China and the United States: the
right to subsistence included in Chinese labor rights is in the sense of obtaining remuneration and maintaining liveli-
hoods, while also placing more emphasis on social security and the dual development of individuals and the state. The
United States, based on the national task of protecting individual freedom, indirectly protects the labor rights of "peo-
ple". The connotation of labor rights of the United States emphasizes the right to subsistence from the perspective of
anti-slavery, and also includes a high degree of freedom and modified right to equality. Compared to the one-sided un-
derstanding of human and labor in the human rights theory and the formal right to equality modifying contractual free-
dom of the United States, the explanatory logic and connotation of labor rights in China are more scientific, comprehen-
sive, and equal without distinction.
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