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Digital Humanities: The Digital as the Subject or A Home for the Humanities?
Ren Jiantao

Abstract: People often treat the digitalization of humanities literature as digital humanities, or the appealing to
humanism in the digital age as digital humanities. These are two understandings based on formal meaning. The formal
structure of digital humanities is numerical, while the substance is humanistic, which is a fundamental requirement
that must be upheld in the digital age. Humanism defines the basic values of the digital age, which also reflects the es-
sential requirement of public life in the digital age. In other words, humans are ends rather than means. This principle
is not shaken by the digital age. Instead, it is consolidated. This is a common value that spans different technological
eras. If the humanistic orientation of the digital age is distorted and public life loses its normativity with human beings
as its purpose, then the digital age will be a terrifying era that undermines human values and disrupts the public
world. Putting an end to the usurpation of substantive rationality by instrumental rationality and maintaining the basic
value regularity of "men as the ends" are the basic principles that need to be upheld in and out of the digital age. This
is the only proper way to prevent technological tools from controlling humans and turning them into tools.

Key words: digital age; humanism; instrumental rationality; substantive rationality; disciplines
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