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Analysis of the Connectivity of International Logistics Network in

Inland Provinces of China: Taking China Railway Express as an Example

Wei Hairui Lu Tianhao

Abstract: Openness is the basic connotation of "the Belt and Road". However, China’s inland provinces do not
have the conditions for direct import and export logistics, and their traditional international logistics mainly rely on
coastal ports. Based on the actual data of inland ports and nodes along "the Belt and Road", this paper constructs an
index evaluation system for the logistics connectivity between 16 inland provinces and nodes along "the Belt and
Road" by using complex network theory from the perspective of the directional connection between inland ports and
seaports and the connection relationship established by the China Railway Express. This paper analyzes the interna-
tional logistics connectivity of inland provinces and its influencing factors from the dimensions of accessibility and im-
portance. The results show that the connectivity of inland provinces in "the Belt and Road" international logistics net-
work is not strong, but this connectivity can be improved by strengthening the cooperation between inland ports and
seaports and increasing the number of China Railway Express lines.

Key words: complex network; "the Belt and Road"; inland ports; logistics connectivity; China Railway Express
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