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The Historical Evolution of the '""Four Seas' Concept and the Generation of the

Cultural Spirit of ''Great Unity"
Liu Dongying Li Siyuan

Abstract: "Four Seas" and "Jiuzhou" constitute the early view of the world in ancient China."Four Seas" is the
boundary of "Jiuzhou", and the historical evolution of its concept is closely related to the generation of the cultural
spirit of "Great Unity" in China. The interaction and integration between the Chinese nations in pre—Qin period pro-
moted the formation of the pattern of "four seas in common", and made the word "Four Seas" have multiple geographi-
cal meanings such as "Sifang","Siyi" and "Tianxia". The unification of "Four Seas" and the continuous integration
and cohesion of the Chinese nation have promoted the evolution of the concept of "Four seas are one" and the recogni-
tion of the cultural spirit of "Great Unity". With the historical evolution of the concept of "Four Seas", the world view
and cultural spirit with Chinese characteristics, represented by "Four seas unified", have been formed.

Key words: Four Seas; view of the world; great unity; Chinese national community
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