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Reflections on the Announcement on Tax Arrears from the Perspective

of Taxpayer Protectionism
Li Ciqgiang

Abstract: The announcement system of outstanding taxes is an administrative act implemented by tax authorities
on taxpayers who do not pay taxes in full and in time according to law. It plays a positive role in urging taxpayers to ful-
fill their obligations and ensuring the order of collection and management and tax revenue. This system has been im-
plemented for more than 20 years since its establishment. In practice, due to the use of too broad and frequent, the
lack of complete supporting safeguard measures, and the disconnection between the current legal norms and the prac-
tice of collection and management, it has been suspected that there are problems of formalization and program idling
and then the protection of taxpayers” rights and interests is insufficient. The current announcement system of outstand -
ing taxes follows the tradition of treasury centralism. It emphasizes the objective fact of tax arrears one—sidedly an-
dignores the fact that tax is the debt of public law, its rights are mainly based on the right of claim. It also overempha-
sizes the "reputational penalty" after the event, lacks risk prevention and process control in tax collection and manage-
ment, and thus fails to reflect the taxpayer—oriented concept of the rule of law. To improve the announcement system
of outstanding taxes, we should follow the principle of due process, adhere to the position of cautious use and less use
in practice, standardize the procedural rules of specific operations, strengthen the coordination with supporting proce-
dures, and strengthen the supervision of tax sources to urge taxpayers to consciously pay tax arrears, prevent and re-
solve the occurrence, accumulation and spread of tax arrears risks, so as to maintain the order of tax collection and
management and protect the public interest of finance.

Key words: announcement of outstanding taxes; treasury centrism; protection of taxpayers” rights; the principle

of due process
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