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Drawing ""Standards' With '""Rules'': The List System in Rural Governance

Xie Zhiju Lin Wendi

Abstract: The integration and mutual incorporation of rural governance and technological governance significantly
contributes to promoting rural governance modernization. As a developing method of governance, the list system aims to regu-
late rural affairs with a clear and precise approach, enhancing the use of local resources and promoting positive interactions
between government and society through effective institutional arrangements and productive governance strategies. This ap-
proach aims to address the challenges posed by the flexible and less—defined rural context, while exploring the potential of
technical empowerment to balance power limitation and enable better institutional support for rural governance. Through
conducting research on the implementation of the list system in 35 villages situated within 18townships, this study concludes
that the list system is specifically designed to overcome the limitations of administrative absorption through the operational
logic of "bounding power—confirming power-limiting power’. Itisthereforeamoretransparent, democratic mode of governance
that achieves the conversion of social autonomy into institutional autonomy. As a further stage, it is necessary to consider le-
gality and effectiveness at the same time, to achieve both rigid constraints and flexible regulation, and to strengthen the list
system "vertically to the end, horizontally to the edge" of the effectiveness of fine governance.

Key words: rural governance; technological governance; list system; rural revitalization
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