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On Aesthetics of Curriculum
Zhang Junlie

Abstract ; Aesthetics of Curriculum emerged in the field of American curriculum research in the 1970s , howev-
er,the current research on curriculum aesthetics not only lacks the overall theoretical framework, but also seldom
concern the tradition of Chinese aesthetic education and the realities of curriculum reform. This paper constructs the
overall framework of curriculum aesthetics research from the perspectives of ontology, the theory of human nature,
axiology as well as epistemology. The paper examines the relationship between curriculum and aesthetics with " psy-
chological Noumenon" and puts forward that curriculum aesthetics views the curriculum itself as the being of beau-
ty,and constructs curriculum theory and explores curriculum issues based the aesthetic theory and methods. Taking
the theory of " Harmonious Human nature" as the ideal reference for the construction of curriculum aesthetics, the
curriculum structure should be set according to the structure of human nature. On the premise of the clarification of
"aesthetic cognition" ,the paper puts forward that curriculum and teaching practice is a kind of cognitive art, it is
highly consistent with the aesthetic cognition. The value purport of curriculum aesthetics lies in pursuing the ideal of
improving of human nature , establishing the methodological standpoint of "looking upon oneself" ,and restoring the
perceptual relationship between curriculum knowledge and life world. Curriculum aesthetics should be carried out in
practice with the construction of curriculum aesthetics, and fullness , integration and dynamics are the aesthetic char-
acteristics of the curriculum.

Key words ; curriculum ; aesthetics of curriculum ;theory of Harmonious Human nature ; aesthetic epistemology
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